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Global Appeal 2013 to end Discrimination against

Persons Affected by Leprosy

Leprosy is one of the oldest and most dreaded diseases known to humankind. Whilg|not
fatal, the physical deformity that results has stigmatized sufferers for thousands of
years, turninghem into social outcasts. In 1981, an effective cure for leprosy multidryp
therapy becomes widely available for the first time.

Since then, over 14 million people around the world have been liberated from the
disease. Our message is simple: Leprosyrable, treatment is free and social
discrimination has no place.

But discrimination based on prejudice towards persons affected by leprosy is deep
rooted in societies worldwide. Although the disease is very difficult to contract
misguided notions endurdhat it is hereditary, highly contagious, the result of a
LISNE2Y Q& LI 4G oNRy3a R2Ay3a 2N GKEFEG AOG| A
total, an estimated 100 million people are still affected by serious discrimination.

Social excluded aheconomically deprived, they are forced to live in slums or

condemned to a life of poverty. Fearful that by speaking out they will invite further
discrimination, for long years they have been vowed into silence. This silence reinfortes
the stigma that suounds them. Article 1 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rightp
adlraSa GKFG WwWrit 1dzYly o0SAy3a FNB 02Ny ¥
not the case for people affected by leprosy who continue to suffer legal, social, and
economic dscrimination. Are we to allow this situation to persist in the 21st century?

We hereby call on people around the world to free leprosy patients, recovered persofs
and their families form discrimination and to create a society in which much they are
ableto enjoy their fundamental human rights.

We further request that all government consider this issue seriously and take actiong|to
improve the present situation as soon as possible.

OBJECTIVE OF THE WORKSHOP

International Leprosy Union organized workshop on Human Rights Violation. The m4jn
objective of this workshop is to make Persons Affected by Leprosy aware about thei
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Human Rights. This will enable the Persons Affected by Leprosy to regain their dign

to recognie their Human Rights and bring them back in the mainstream of the societ].

1. To brief the participants on the presentation of resolution of UN Human
Rights Commission and to discuss the various issues arising out of this
resolution.

2.¢2 LINBLIJI NBOUGA MO I3y 2GNBF GAY3 | 61 NBY
same in the leprosy colonies from the StateCbfhattisgarh

3. To build and empower a pressure group to assist Government to adopt the
State/National Policy to eliminate discrimination and mainstreaming the
affected people and their family members.

4. In order to achieve the Human Rights empowerment of the Persons Affected
by Leprosy very necessary, so that they can participate in the making
decision affecting their lives.

5. To undertake advocacy and other hibalssues.

6. To empower the Persons Affected by Leprosy by advocating various
livelihood projects.

7. To create awareness about the disease in order to take timely remedial steps
to avoid disability and deformity.

8. To create awareness about the discriminatiaws.

9. To fight against social stigma and discrimination.

Preparation of the Seminar

ILU Team visited Raipur off'df October2013 for preparatory work for organization of
the workshop. Initially we contacteflecretary of the HRC Raifand dscussed various
issues Then ILU contacted Sr. Advocates of High court and discussed about the
prevailing laws which can protect them from HR violation. Then ILU team contacted
Police he agreed that in many cases the violation of HR takes place ialittes $tation
itself however in that case Persons affected by leprosy can approach higher authorit
groups so that they can get the justice. Then ILU team also contacted Public relatior
officer he expressed that if the cases of HR violations are braaghe notice of the
press and if constant follow up action is done, these cases can be highlighted in the
press and pressure on government can be created to give justice to the persons affe
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by leprosy. State leprosy officer and District Leprosy €fégpressed their views that
Awareness of leprosy among the people affected by leprosy is there but due to socig
stigma and discrimination people do not come forward to take treatment at early stagle
which later on results into deformities. Then ILU teemmtacted Dist. Collector, Ministry
of Health and Family welfay€hief Secretary of Raipand prepared draft schedule of
the workshop

ALU has focused its programmes aufivities besides the medical elimination of
leprai e = 2y O0KS StAYAYIlLIOGA2Yy 2F GKS adAa3avyy
continuum of a social reaction to leprosy beginning with total rejection to total
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Two Significant developments have been made in 2010 to recognize and enhance
dignity and Human Rights of Persons Affected by Leprosy and their family members
One is UN Human Rights Council Resolution 15/10 Elimination of discrimination
against persons affected by leprosy and their family membekscompanied by
Principles and Guidiees (P&G) for the elimination of 30 September, 2010 (Published|pn
6 October, 2010 for general distribution)
The P&G was formulated by the Council Advisory Committee requested by the Courfll
in its resolutions 8/13 of 18 June 2008 and 12/7 of 1 Octob@®20corporating views
of stakeholder, especially persons affected by leprosy in it. The council in its resoluti{pn
15/10 of 30 requests OHCHR to disseminate the P&G and encourages Government(},
Other national and international agencies and stakeholdersdiesy to reflect the P&G
in their policies and activities. P&G would remain inactive even after the official
approval, if no one takes an initiative to utilize it in each country. People affected by
leprosy needs to take a central role to make sure tiat P&G is followed on their
countries, and for that, they must be aware of the ground reality of where they are,
what they have been deprived of, what they could seek, consider what need to be
focused and what can be set aside in their countries, and twat a strategy their
Leaders should come together and discuss the issues and give presentation on theil

Human Rights' violation. The Seminar on State level is a perfect platform for them to
4




sensitize the members of existing system of Judiciary, Lavisaaidl Justice. It will
channelize the system to adopt these P&G so that state can take all appropriate
legislative and administrative measures to modify, repeal or abolish exiting laws, rule
policies, regulations, customs and practices that discrimidatstly or indirectly
against persons affected by leprosy and their family members of that forcefully or
compulsory segregate and isolaterpens on the grounds of leprosy.

Following Stakeholders participated in the seminar

Inauguration -

The Seminar started with the Registration Process by 9:30 am, As usual the seminar started officié
with a welcome address by Mr. Sharad Bhosale. The inauguration ceremony of the workshop
commenced with the encouraggy speech of Ram Naik President ILU & Ex Petroleum Minister
D2JSNYYSYyld 2F LYRAF® LYy KAA& Ayl dz3dzNI £ &LISSOH
human right ofPersons Affected by Lepradyfowever, we still need to do lot of work fBersons
Affected by Leprospersons Affected by Leprosy¢ KSNBE A& | ySSR G2 02y
rights in two ways; one is fdtersons Affected by Lepro&second for the general Public who are in
the mainstream of the society. EmpowermentRérsons Kected by Leprosis important to reduce
a20AFt adA3aYléo

After that Sharad Bhosale, Executive Director esthILU explained the purpose of organizing
this workshop, he said®ersons Affected by Leprosydiscriminated not only in the society but also
the families. Unless and until we educate ChildrePefsons Affected by Lepro&empower them; it
is very difficult tosafeguard their human Rights

D.M. Awasthi(IPS) InspectoGeneral of Policea | dzYl' y wA IK{G @A PersorisA 3
Affeded by Leproswtart from home,
therefore it is duty of everyone to give
respect toPersons Affected by Leprosy
they can have self esteem. Police are the
important part of thesociety;therefore they
should take at most care to see that they
should notviolate Human Rights ¢fersons
Affected by Leprosg @ (G KSYaSt g
social point ofview, what are the human
Rights should be taught in the school? Whe 35
careshould be taken to safeguard Human
Rights ofPersons Affected by Leprdsy
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Shri Uday Thaka€onsultant National ForumWorking in the field of leprosy for last 20

years Secretary of Hind Kushtha Niwar&anghSocial stigma & discrimination are the main

barrier in leprosy treatment. Persons Affected by
Leprosy do not take treatment early whioksults in
to deformation & disability. Which ultimately cause of

the Human Rights violation. To avoid HRs violations

early treatment without fear of social stigma is

necessary.

ShriG.S. Verma, Dy. Secretary of Human

Right Commissioj You first shold know what

are the HRs, Then only you will understand how ~ 7
these rights are violatedf you come across with Bic_eﬂ'f@'ﬂ W ﬁammmn
any case of HRs violation it should be brought to t
notice of HRGHuman Righ€ommission can

SupportPersons Affected by Leprosyall respet; a‘Q "

Haroa
whenever theywill faceproblem of Human Right W e
violation.

Dr. Gajraj Prasad, TLM consultant,

ILEP Raipur, Working in the field of last 20 years : So far as reconstructive surgery

are concerned, very good work has beendone in Raipur. Therefore deformities of many
Persons Affected by Leprosy have been reduced
due to reconstructive surgery. Awareness about

leprosy is essential to avoid further complications.




Dr. S. L. Gupta, Dist. Leprosy OfficBetired & consultant National Leprosy

Eradication Progrenme & Human Right CommissigolVorking in the field of leprosy

for last 40 yearsLeprosy is caused due to

Mycobacterium Leprae, loss of sensation is
a preliminary sign of leprosy, go to doctor
and check. It is possible to cure leprosy 100
percent with MDT medicine. It should be
our determination to eradicate Leprosy.
Slogans/Posters in the school, in the
leprosy colonies, are the effective ways of

creating awareness.

Dr. Ajay Pathak Superintendant of Leprosy Hospital Raipiorking in the field of

leprosy for last 15 yeard eprosycausel after infection from 0 to 5 years or even after 5 to 10

years, therefore surveillance iimportant; patches and loss of sensation are theimsigns of leprosy.

Nervesgets affected, patient does not
realize any sensatn even burning
sensation. Even he can realize wound
only after seeing. It is the responsibility
of the society tdoring such patients in
hospital.Physiotherapy surgery, MDT
footwear, constructive surgery can
improve the patients and save them
from deformity. It is essential to treat
the patients at earliest before getting
deformity. When immunityreduced,

leprosy causedrirst dose of MDT

medicine kills 99% of bacteria. Along with treatment, support from family is very essential.




Devendra Nath Sharmé&enior Journalisfrom Kalyan coktge, Bhilai Persons Affected
by Leprosyare deprived fronself
esteem social contacts, family
contacts even prevailing laws are
against them.Discrimination is
worst type of HimanRght
Violation. However, Persons
Affected by Leprosis not coming
forward to gain self respect.
Everyone has a right to live with
dignity and right to live together,
right to contest etction, right to
get promotion &right for
participation indecisiormaking
Our guidelinesre very clearState
should protect and ensure full
realization of human rights and fundamental freedom.

Ghasiram Bhoi, State leader ofaional Forumof India, Working since 1995 for thr

upliftment of Persons Affected by Leprosiational Forum was established in Z0&nd

however he is engaged for the upliftment®érsons Affected by Leprosiyice 1995. In every state
blrGA2Yy It C2NHzYyQa ¢2NJ] Aa
covered under National Forum. During recent visit of
WHOs goodwill ambassador &kava visted Raipur &
Bhilai, while visiting these places he said that, Work for
Persons Affected by LeprosyBhilai is the best in the
world. Ghange your mindset, do yourself and march
towardsprogress. In oustate,there are least cases of

Human myhts violation.

H 2




Vijay Masih,Secretary National

Forum oHRC has gdimited powers for
AyailyoS | w/ OF gai
Govt, There for it is always wise to sort out
and solveproblems ofPersons Affected by
Leprosyat local leved. Only the problems
which cannot be sorted out at local level

should be brought to the notice of HRC

Shri RanBelavadi IAS, Inspector General of Prison Retd, Working in the field for the

leprosy for last 40 years, Presentifice president ILUspoke on the topic of leprosy araiw.

His main thrust was oRHumanRights.
Initially he explained, what are the
HumanRghts? Rrticularly what are
the Human Ryhts ofPersons Affected
by Leprosy Now leprosy is curable,
therefore age old, prevailing laws
regarding I@rosy need to be

changed. There is a need to study all
these laws and see what are the laws

which requires amendments. Human

- —— S . beingcannotbe changed by making

—_—
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laws.Persons Affected by Leproaye put in the jail for begging on the road but jailer atter staff

donotcae, tK S& S @ Siyit toReprgs® WardsPersons Affected by Leproaye also human beings
and we must treat them like any other human beiii¢perefore,Persons Affected by Leprosgn be

brought inthe mainstream of the society.




Action Plan for Futte Action

There were 20 participants took part in the workshterefore, it has been decided to forrfour
groups withfive members in each group

Groupa ! €

Topic - Creating awareness about Leprasiyey have decided to go in to their colonies and
call the meeting of people and tell that#swssmsaE I

leprosy iscurable this causeslue to :‘::

bacteria called myabacteriumLeprae & ayanioE
However disease is least infectious, it i

can cause téhose whose immunity is
less or who desnot have any
resistance power. However, this
disease is a common disedde any
other diseasewhich can be cured by
administrating MDT medicine. A
person,who takes treatment initially,
doesnot get any deformig. We are
sure all our groups will make home &
visit and explain this to everyone in thé® -
colony.

DNR &tJ a

Topic: Human Rights violation¥his group has decided to prepare action ptanHumanRghts
violation. Thereforethey have decideda go

in to their villages and explain present status
of HumanRghts violation of Persons Affected
by LeprosyGroup has decided to keep
detailed eyeon areaaround.Group has
decided to call a meeting and explain all the
Persons Affected by Leprowylive together
along with their respective families. And if they,
comeacrosswith anyHuman Ryhtsviolation
then, theycan approach téhe media,
newspapes, Govt administration and State
Human Rght Commissiorand press the need
to take stringent action agast those who are
givingsecondarytreatment to Persons

10




Affected by Leprosy

DNR dAJ a

Topic:Role of Mediain handling

cases of Human Rights

violations: Action committee has

decided to approach various media
both print and electronic, whenever
they came across with the cases of H , ¥
violations. Media plays important role 3

in creating pressure on the

Government machinery therefore it is

B

essential to take follow up action with the medio that cases of HRs violations will gt due publicity

which help b reduce the cases of HRs violations.

Groupdb €

Topic: Empowerment of Persons Affected by Lepro3yis groupdecided to form SHG

groups in their colony, which will be helptol sort-out economical problems of children and
encourage them to take edudan. SHG group will also helpful to gain employment. They have deciq
to start some business like grocery store in their coldnyrder to coordinate their activities the
committee was formed, Shri Vijay Masih was appointed as a chairman of this catoydinommittee
and he has been asked to send the monthly report to ILU, which will be then forwarded to WHO fo

compliance and necessary action.

After the action plan, Executive director, Shri Sharad Blepsancluded the seminar withote of

thanks.
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Action Plan for Future Action

After the Presentation of action plan by group leaders, the workshop was concluded
following remarks bysroup Leader:

Group decided to make home visit and spread the message as follow
1) Leprosy is cent % curable.
2) Leprosyis least infectious
3) Leprosy is caused due toyambacteriumLeprae
4) MDT cures Leprosy cent %. Within a year

5) All persons affected by leprosy will work together to fight against cases of
Human right Violation.

6) Persons affected by leprosy will approacrR&KHINHRC, Police, Collectors,
Senior Advocates, Justice eand seek their advice for justice.

7) Slogans highlighting awareness about leprosy will be displayed in the leprosy
colony as well as in the school.

8) SHG group will be form and in each districleatst one livelihood project will
be started for empowerin@ersons Affected by Leprasy

12




Concluded Seminar with Group Photo
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QOutcome form thisNorkshop
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